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be last illness 


Tur following narrative minutely details 
the » of the Duke of York’s ill- 
ness, between the 9th of June, 1826, and 
the Sth of January, 1827 :— 

© *Phe interest excited by the situation of 


Geeks eal he gracral cing’ which i 
e eeling which it 
pes haa cenit so many particulars 
be circulated and received by the pub- 
Nie as authentic, for which there either was 
00 foundation, or at least very imperfect 
foundation, that I have, upon due consi- 
Geration, been induced to draw up from 
minutes taken during this distressing and 
Weng farted ot my attendance upon his 
Royal Highness, a statement, not of the 
progress’ of the disease, or of the treat- 
Ment pursued, but of such circumstances 
and facts as will shew the condition of his 
Highmess's mind under this awful 

“" of ees aod justice 
wo resolution ious re- 
ca wlnchich he met submit. 
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of pis late Mopal Mighness the 
Buke of Pork. tind 1 


pot tee 


Brompton Park, the residence of Mr. 
Greenwood, who kindly lent it. to, hii 
and upon that day he sent, for me,. 
told me that Le had been unwell, for 
weeks, and that he did not think that, 
gained ground. That he did. not, feel 
alarmed, and that he had perfect.confi- 
dence in the attention given to, ne case, 
and the skill of his medical advisers. 
But that he knew that they, might enter- 
tain apprehensions, which they 
consider it their professional duty not 
communicate to their patients, . he 
might therefore remain a f; that 
which ought not to be. concealed, f 
him, yen which he trusted 
learn without apprehens: a 
did not deny that he should learn, 
meget bay there were duties to by 
jormed, Or ace dare 

which ought not.to deere a 
moment; and he felt tha : 
his character and station, to 



















expression that might drop, fp 
that his situation had become 
, hot to withhold such know! 

im. He ap to me upon 1 
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relieved 
mise I had given him, 
Brigit a i hness removed By 
gat ara 14th of Pelli st, for : 
pened oh Rarer ue ie pee J 
leatnt from. Mr. acgregor, on the 17: 
of, of, hak onl that a change | had pian 
his general state, and that s 
pet had Pop pe een ren, 


Brompton, and he then suid that he felt 
ed from 


sit: 
this dist distresing, fnformation was cone 
to me from other quarters, and I 
ined immediately to go to Brigh- 
ton, and to discharge my duty, but to be 
dscloar the character and extent of the 
re by such further communication 
as might be made to me oy his Royal 
Highness’ medical attendants, of the 
Mature and pressure of the danger. I 
pleaded business rendering personal com- 
eepnicaion necessary for my visit to his 
Roy: ness, and I went to Brighton 
a of August. Upon my arri- 
val EI hom from ‘Mr. Matgregor that a 
hs thon a shane had taken Bice: Gos that 

Royal Highness had ex strength, 

4nd that the most alarming symptoms had 
in a) fmeanure subside, at his Royal 
"s situation might therefore be 
considered far more encouraging than when 
he wrote = Les fom that it was Fim ible 


to, consider it free from danger, ‘although 
that danger had ceased’ to be funnediate, 
and; al there was reason to hope 


Hes .the cause of alarm might be removed. 

e from observations which 

oe al. Highness had made to himself, 
gonvinced J would find him 

sted, for any communication I m ht 
itn duty to make to him, and 

under a circumstances, I must caiaeles 


m: 

° 4 ten saw the Duke of York, who en- 
fu ag his ig erm and told me 
although much. better then, and’ he 

. lore 1g on well, he had reason to 


the manner and looks of his 





ie 
in od 10 g0 jo Betgnten 





in consequence of the accounts I had 
pints ¢. 17th which bad alarmed ie, 
a, was. to find op my ag a 
since t nog and th: aie of 
Fg Lf a ” then. oe 
the same time it was 
ig rd to, fmopr ion which 
Hein te we. received, 


great uneasiness by the pro. 


that his complaint had goenraed a more 
serious character, although great confi- 
to be felt that the extraor- 
urces of his constitution, and 
h he had gained since his re- 
moval to Brighton, w would enable him to 
mrugsle st gee! with the ‘disorder. 
cg tite was not mistaken in bs 
solpitioos. and my case is not wholly 
from danger; but I depend upon your 
honour, and you tell me there is more to 
hope than to 
assured him ‘that such was decidedly 
the impression I had received from what 
Mr. Macgregor had said to me. He 
thanked me, and. proceeded to look over 
and give directions upon some official 
papers with his usual attention and accu- 


Fac 
He saw Mr. Macgregor the same even 
ing, and questioned him ; and he told me 
on the following day that Mr, Macgregor 
had answered him very fairly, and had 
confirmed what I had said to Lim, as.did 
Sir Matthew Tierney later in the day. 
On that same day he told me that he felt 
stronger, that his mind was relieved 
by what had passed, as he knew he should 
not be deceived or left to form his own 
conjectures, and draw..his own conclu. 
sions, from the looks and manner of his 
thedical attendants and others about him ; 
and that he had not for months slept so 
8 bs the preceding night. 
ested to Ath, that I had come to 
Brighoe under considerable alarm, and 
that I should leave it very muclv relieved. 
His: Royal Hi amd was cheerful, and I 
heard from Macgregor and others 
that he cottages so during the following 
days. _— he wrote to me himself in 
ts, and assured me of the 
relief he had ‘derivett. from 
bs f afforded to him that he would 
be fairly dealt with. 
His Royal Highness -returned from 


Brighton on the’ afternoon of the 26th of 


August, to the duke of Rutland’s house, 
Arlington-street, having ‘come in five and 
a hours. He wait not seem much 
fatigued, looked well in the countenance, 
and conversed cheerfally with: Siz Henry 
Torrens and me, who were ih waiting to 
receive him. 
oat ofota tat tanec 
t 


‘sleep, and appetite, had improv 
‘thatthe | hmueticines he hed "taken rm 
‘ceased to have the acabia-vudee ta duck 


the of the main disorder, 
that he had therefore returned to ‘town 
earlier than had been intended,‘ in oftler, 


as he understood; to try some of 
treatment, which he apprehended m t. be 
Pits was ‘an unpleasant beating, 


beet it ‘did not alarm him. 
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determined to keep up. his spirits ; ‘he 
knew his situation was a perio one, buf 
he had no doubt, please God, he‘ should 
recover, though he feared his recovery 
would be a work of time. 

in the course of conversation I told 
him that I undetstood Sir Henry Halford 
would be in town on the following day, 

did not mean to return to the country. 

e observed it' was very kind of him, 
but immediately added, “ by the by not 
avery good sign either.” 

He then led very quietly to offi- 
cial business, hut Mr. Macgregor comin 
in, he in the most calm aod collect 
manner, questioned him before me very 
closely as to his state, beginning by these 
words, “ Tell me honestly, do you con- 
sider me in danger ?” Not in immediate 
danger, was the answer. ‘ But,” said 
his Royal Highness, “ you do consider 
my situation te be one not free from dan- 
ger 2” Mr. Macgregor admitted it to be 

y no means free from danger, but pro- 
ceeded to state the grounds which justi- 
fied his medical attendants in indulgin 
hopes that his Royal Highness might fook 
forward to a favourable issue. 

Mr. Macgregor’s answer produced fur- 
ther questions, all put with a view to ob- 
tain positive and accurate information as 
to the extent of danger, and he concluded 
by thanking Mr. Macgregor for the fair 

anner in which he had met them, and 

y saying “ I know now what I wished 
to know, and I shall be able to govern 
gl by that knowledge.” During the 
Ww of this conversation, which was of 
some length, his manner was firm and 
collected; though very serious, ‘his voice 
free from agitation, his questions were 
Rut quietly at intervals, as if well consi- 

red by a man who was determined to 
ascertain his own situation, and his words 
were measured. 

He afterwards desired me to repeat what 
Mr, M or had said, as I understood 
Hy, tat le might be satisfied-he had not 

listaken him. I did so, and he observed 
that he also had so understood him, but 
that he did not augur from it that his case 
was hopeless, which impression I con- 
firmed. He expressed an earnest hope 
thatthe s panies of his disorder were 
not ly known or talked of. 

_d have been thus particular in the state- 
ment of what passed upon these three 
occasions, to show how anxious his Royal 


to show that he was 

ane state, from ‘the a yp rca of 

whichyhe at.no time shrunk, although he 

was at all times “7? to conceal fronr 
*F 2 


"75 


the generality of those’ who spnteect 
him had he did ‘not took ard -with 
yy confidence to'a ‘favoutéble 
ue. , “wr 
On the following day, Sunday, the 27th 
of August, his Royal Highness again 


apoke to me v ly, in to his 
situation, and told me’ chat itheagh not 


mate recovery, he could not conceal from 
himself that his situation ‘called for’ '‘sert- 
ous contemplation. | Whatever ‘be 
the result, there would be time for éerti 

arrangements, and the settlement of: His 
affairs, but there was one duty he didnot 
wish to defer ; he felt, indeed; that“it 


upon’ an early day, and ‘to 

friend the ih of London to ter 
it to him; but he was anxious that this 
should not be known, as the alarm would 


be sounded, and'vatious eri pny 
ir be put ‘an act, ibe, heme 
uty, to on ciple,’ 
hots on rehension or rhe 
fore directed me'to see the bishop of Lon. 
don, and to request him to‘'¢ome' to hith 
on the following Tuesday, ‘at’ twelve. 
He desired that { would explaitito him 
his desire that the attendance ‘should te 
uiet, and should not excite 
at he wished the service ‘to’ be sit 
that of the communton;’ ‘ag ‘he did 


to — and ‘to ‘take: the ‘sierdment 
with him. 2 , — 
He told me that he had’weHl 
of this act. He was sure’ that, whder an 
circumstances, ‘it would tend to his 
faction, comfort, and fetief,' and ‘that ‘he 
ought not to postpone it. ree 
1 went to the bishop of Londen (at 
Fulham,) who received ‘the comutta 


tion with great emotion, and’ ‘in tie 

highest terms of the exemplar 

which had dictated his: , 

wish, and said that he w come aueey 
lve, 


to Arlington-street on’ Tuesday, at 


be a) 
shou. ar 
Way. Royal 

thet he’ should derive’ 
thus early discharging frie duty. 
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geve Me instruetions to clear his drawers 
Audley square of papers, and to bring 
them-away, and seal up those of a private 
natute. “He ‘said he shou'd by degrees 
look ‘thein over and attend to other mat- 
ters, but ‘repeatedly assured me that all 
thi§' was'done and thought of without any 
ee of a issue of his dis- 
t} and that he was confident he should 


recover. 

‘The Princess Sophia (who usually came 
every day at two o'clock) had been with 
him; and I asked him whether. she was 
a@waré of his situation. He said he be- 
phar at-least he ae said nothing ” 
alarm ‘her’; possibly, however, she might 
be'to-# certain extent, and he had there- 
fore said nothing to undeceive her. 

I.saw. Batchelor I learnt from 
him (what-F had ‘never previousiy per | 
that‘ his Royal Highness, when he di 
not go to church, never missed devotin 
some time to his prayers, which he sm | 
to -himself,; in general early, that he might 
Rot bedisturbed, but if disturbed in the 


very ‘closely ‘as to his: situation. Sir 
Henry:‘told'me:that he had answered his 
stions fairly, and that he had found 
his. Royal Hi Liwesiin an excellent state 
of mind, and that he could not sufficient! 
admire the resolation and ‘composure wit 
whieh he sought for information, and 
dwelt upon-the question of danger. He 
observed: that therewas no difficulty in 
dealing with euch a patient. 
\ His: Highness told me afterwards 
that Sir. : Halford's conversation 
Nad “confirmed the impression he had re. 
tcived from-what Mr. Macgregor had 


f perfectly 


> “Ort the’ latter day the Bishop of Lon. 
dot cave: at. a Tittle before twelve, and 
hid Royal Highness ‘was alone with him 
for a short time ; after which I was called 
iny.‘qnd- tiie “Lordship ‘administered the 
f twas a8 
becumé the oeeasion, ‘but firm and:quite 
‘fece from agitation. He did not appear 


nervous .or affected, al; hr he must 
have perceived that neither the bishop nor 
I were frée from either feeling. 

The Bishop of London told me after-. 
wards, that nothing could be. more. corrcct 
or satisfactory than all his Royal High- 
ness had said to him. when they, were 
alone, and that his) state of mind was that 
in which he would wish, under, such cir; 
cumstances, to find that ef any person in 
whose welfare he felt interested. . 

When | returned to the Duke of York 
he appeared more affected, and he assured 
me that he felt a comfort and relief which 
he could not describe, and that whatever 
might be the issue of his illness, he had 
done what he ought todo. That be could 
now attend to other matters with increased 
composure. ‘ 

In the afternoon, when I saw him again, 
he expressed to me how much he: had 
been pleased with the Bishop of London’s 
mild and encouraging discourse. 

That he had stated to his Lordship un- 
reservedly that he knew his situation,.to 
be a very serious, though he trusted not 
a hopeless one, but that he did not choose 
to postpone a duty which he conceived 
ought to be performed while he was in 
the full possession of his faculties, which 
might yield to disease sooner than he was 
aware of. That he had in the course of 
his life faced death in various shapes, and 
was now doomed to view its approach in 
a slow and lingering form. _ That he did 
not deny that fe should resign his exist. 
ence with regret, though he felt no alarm; 
he admitted that his life had not been 
pure, that there had been much in his 
course he wished had been otherwise. He 
had not thought 80 seriously on some sube 
jects as he might have done ; still he bad 
endeavoured to discharge his public duties 
correctly. He had forborne from injuring 
or deceiving any one, and he felt in peace 
and wanes with all. wHoite 

Under these circumstances he hoped he 
might look with. confidence to : mercy 
through the merits of his, Redeemer, and 
he had appealed to him (the bishop) on 
this dotenion, not only, to receive Secor 
fession of his unworthiness, but to,admi. 
nister that comfort which, his, situation 


good required. That his reliance and his faith 


in the Christian Religion were firm, and 
decided, and that his adherence to the 
pure doctrine, professed and established 
in ails. pownti, was unshaken as. it h, 
ever been. That, as he had declared 
these sentiments in a political discussion 
of the question, he was, anxious that it 
should taanglereaed, and tees the 0p 
of London should be epabled ta state heres 
after, if the o¢casion should all, for it 
that those sentiments were not profe 
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pe a polisiens sense and to a pre a 
' : » bat were 

fixed in is mind, and were the result of 
due consideration and conviction, and pro- 
duced by an earnest solicitude for the con- 
tinued welfare of his country. 

After saying this his Royal Highness 
told me that he felt very comfortable, and 
that if it should please God to restore him 
to‘health, he was sure he should be a bet- 
ter man ever after. He considered this 
trial as a mercy for which he ought to 
feel grateful; it afforded him time for se- 
rious reflection, and he trusted that the 
time would not be ill applied. He then 
entered into some questions of military 
business with great composure. 

His Royal Highness underwent the 
operation of tapping on the afternoon of 

e 3rd of September. It was performed 
by Mr. Macgregor, and it was borne by 
his Royal Highness with the same reso- 
lution and quiet composure which had 
marked his conduct under every stage of 
his illness. Colonel Stephenson and I 
saw him soon after. e found him a 
little exhausted, but cheerful, and quite 
free from nervous agitation. 

About this period he received the com- 
taunication of the death of Sir H 
Calvert, by which he was much affec 
and he observed that he had deeply to 
deplore the loss of an old and attached 
friend, end a religious and good man. 

For some days after the operation he 
was very weak, and his left leg was in a 
state which occasioned serious uneasiness, 
nor was the ap nce of the other leg 
satisfactory. On the 10th, he examin 
the contents of some private boxes, and 
desired that they might be left in his room, 
but considered as consigned to my charge. 
His situation gave his medical attendants 
serious uneasiness, and his Royal High. 
ness was perfectly sensible of it, nor 
deed ‘did I disguise it from him when he 
questioned me. 

Between the 12th and the 18th, his 
Roval Highness gained strength, and his 

ite and sleep improved, but the state 
Ss legs continued unsatisfactory. On 


y, and 
, at times, to 





ings, more especially on the 22nd of Sep- 
pa tage me he did his best 
ith patience and resignation ; 


thoughts, w! 
awake, the situation was not/egreeable; 
the contemplation of one’s end, not.to, 

met at once, nor within a short given pe- 
riod, but protracted possibly for niet mi 
required a struggle and tried one’s reso; 
a. eae 

e tt, or 

that time was given to him which,had, 
turned his mind to serious reflection, and: 
which he was certain had been very bene= 
ficial to him. If it should. please God 
that he should recover, he would hoporze 


fail 





forded for reflection. pa ‘ 
passed on 
to show that his feelings bad ajeoon 


no change. sisthusshe 

On the 16th October, Mr. 

desired that I should convey. to: his 

tifa Se any Ora 
im to in 9 that 

sel On ee 
loubt ry "a: conf 

but that a heavy responsibility was thrown 

him, and that it might..be,satisfee- 
8 


would concur in all that .be 
When I mentioned it to-his Royal 
ness, he objected, and assured. me that 
was perfectly satisfied. with Mr. 
gregor’s skill and attention, and. ¢ 
would not, upon any ; 

show a doubt which he 
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perfectl t , 
owed rap his own hits Dae hate 


tke saenen, Ht Royal Highnoss ten 
18 ues! is j + 
objected to. the effect is mn ‘perme 
upon. the public, to its, gett tome 
newspapers, &e I. observed,; 
wy ai pla yey a psmationpic 
soSneli egmetes scarcon 

to Halford, 
with him, vata sectit lpg ot 
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prvcention, it was impossible to prevent 
Beitig soon rottced in the papers, and 
whten” his’ Ri Hightiess learnt this, he 
pam éd that his chi mroreitahedigh ung 
; é en t it 
ME cailib ntinsseaety Seo which, 
= mnected with’ his cra and situa- 
on. embarrass the ernmen 
and'p fy influetice the publi funds, 
nally. 
uctuated 
ani § period and the 6th of 
lovember, when there was a marked im- 


his Royal H again rallied, so far 
aé the Ue were comer but his frame 
and his tution had evidently become 
weaker, and bis Royal Highness himself 
ema Ra 
: not im throu, 
the aM Carry & 


to an “alatinitig extent, and the medical 
aittetidants 1 zi Ags his situation had 


“hed epee were still farther 


Mes 


the 22nd; ‘his appetite had 


ay 
FE 


at 





u 
ah 
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anxiety and alarm which I had observe 
in his physicians. Iwas to} use.my- dis+ 
cretion as to the mode, the nature, and 
the extent of the disclosures it would 
probably produce reference to them, and 
they would then confirm the impression 
conveyed’ by me. : 

I saw his Royal Highness. at five 
o'clock, when I took: my official papers 
tohim. He gave me the desired oppor 
tunity at once, by asking what the doc- 
tors said of him. His servant-being in 
the ‘room I gave no immediate. anawer, 
and he waited quietly until he had left 
the room, and then repeated the question. 

I spoke to him as had been with 
Sir Henry Halford, adding, that my. own 
anxiety and the uneasiness I had y 
expressed to him, had led me to watcla 
the physicians, and to endeavout to: ¢ex- 
tract from them what their real opinion 
was, but that they were cautious, and 
were evidently unwilling to authorise me 
to express their alarm. I could not, 
however, forget his Royal Highness. His 
appeal to me in Audley-square, nor the 
Re e I had given him ; that I knew-his 

yal Highness did not wish to be taken 
by surprise ; that I felt he ought not. to 
be taken by surprise ; and therefore I-had 
considered it my duty to disclone to: him 
the reninne * —,. He aoa 
composure, without betraying any 
agitation, but asked me whether the dan- 
ger was immediate, whether it: was a 
question of days. 

I-repeated that I was not authorised. to 
say so, and I trusted it was not. He 


upon me by surprise. I knew that: my 
Case had not ceased to be free:ftom:dan- 
ger have always been told-20; butiI 

suspect tmmediate danger, and, 
n a timid or s nervous-man, the 
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which was low, but even and steady, 
He then put various questions te me. 
n the causes of 


with a view to 
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what‘he considered so sudden‘a change in 
his’ statte,® ‘10 aceounted“for it’ by ern I 


had learnt from o. ee ee 
ended by 
duty; ‘however aa i e 


thanked ‘me, riven be ‘hand, and said 
I had acted as I ought, and as he expect- 
ed; but he pressed ine again to state 
‘+ -what'was' the extent of a danger, and 
whether immediate 2’’ I repeated, that 
Thad been assured. it was not immediate ; 
“ pet = case was without hope of 
ve no decided answer, 
p~ Sat nda, able 1 Faldo extract from 
‘physicians any positive opinion, but 
that their language was not encouraging. 
He said, 1:1 endoaneell ou 4 T may go 
on for a short time, but may end rapidly ; 
God’s will be done, I am resigned.” He 
then: called: for his official papers, and 
transected his~business with composure 
aad his'usual attention. He afterwards 
yesumed the previous painful subject. I 
spoke’ to him about his. private papers, 
and he- confirmed some = directions 
jously given to me upon that subject. 
Hie then’ spoke most kindly, took me 
ae by the hand, and_said, ** thank you, 
od Hless you.” Thad hitherto succeeded 
in controlling my feelings, but I could do 
@0'no'l and f left the room. 
¥ learnt from hie-servant, Batchelor, 
that ‘after F left Iria: Royal Highness, he 
hed desired him to collect and pay some 
enelt bills, that: he aie to write some 
memoranda, and ap very serious, 
but:quite free roms Laer is Royal 
Highness ‘afterwards had some serious 
conversation with Sir Henry Halferd, 
who. did not disguise from him the un- 
easiness: he felt, but did not admit that 
hrie‘case had ‘bevome hopeless. He had 
found«hiw- perfectly ealm and: composed. 
(Mis ‘Royal: Highness sent for me again, 
‘andl repeated to me'very correctly what Sir 
HH. Halford: had said to him $ he after. 
smads saw Col: Stephenson, who told me 
that: "~ on conversed with him very 
indifferent subjcets, ond 
1 ae Ais mannet, ho could not have 


= appeared 
He saw the 
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In the cotirsé‘ofthe day, f shbmitted to 
him the official papers, pre Les, his. Bhs 
sure upon somé arr arena 
ments, into which he pow wit interest, 
but in the afternoon he became. very lan- 
guid and nervous, though he rallied again 
tewards the evening. 

ace a te 

tter, 8) 8, 
hig ay of much. exertion, . 

On the 25th, he was weaker, having 
had a very indifferent night. He saw yd 
Duke of ‘ele ate early in dat He ye day. 
The physicians 

Highness’s state was | daily mor 
critical, and that it was desirable that I 


should. — m na AN 0 tuni 
which m x ‘i ataving bie Raya 


Cd orcne ay to gg necessity of 
wore op his amie. I embraced it that 

d proposed to him to send 

for t his Ticitor, Mr. Parkinson, to which 
he agreed, and I ap npratys dg 


o’clock on the follow ng 3 he after- 
wards been Ape a h often business 


FE Roy Royal Highness saw Mr. Parkin- 
son on the 26th, aud signed his will, 
after which he shook hands with him, as 
if taking final leave of him. He after- 
wards saw the Bishop of London, who 
Royal Highneas, and. had had frequent 
Ro uent 
cukietatined with him. in the ound 
his illness ; bap the gr? of peghuns.4 
view was, that his Royal ness 
take the sacrament on the 28th, which his 
Royal ~ mag mentioned. to me after- 
wards, ad ing, that he meant to ask the 
Princess Sophia to take it with him, $ 
saw him again in the everiag, and he. 
peared very cheerful. On the 27th 
appeared better freer sie jae 
came more weak ards. 
He saw Mr. Peel, whe oa ay hina be bejiad 
been Beye shocked by his Ro rad s 
ness’s altered & 
however, ser pein himself in 
more sanguine tone than usual 
His te prt came to his Ro 
ness in the afternoon, 


him very 
weak vg 


id ; but he tallied to tke 
ked over his official pe- 


Pron va of the page is Royal 


nea Highness appeared vA weak, 


+ lsawhimn soon 
any vuue eeeld wm thie hotel passed 


5 good : had rather 
pe peers oo more appetite, 


was 
whether of any ultimate avail, a higher 
power would decide. 

The physicians told me there was no 
-enprovement in his situation. 


some attacks of nervous oe ee 


The Bishop of London came at twelye, 
and desired ita hee pero 4 shoul 


id ow 
sist at the holy ceremony; atid nets 
that Sir Hen Y Halford and. 1, 


added to the Princess Sophia, Which was 
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and hothing exceed his pious atten. 
tion, and “calm devotion throughout the 
solemn ceremony. He repeated the pray- 
ers, ‘and thade the responses in a firm 
voice. Part of the prayers for the sick 
were read, but the service was, at the 
suggestion of Sir H. Halford, the short 
: dng , The rong — very much a 
ectéd, one ly w ouncing 
the concluding blessing. The Princess 
Saphia supported ‘herself wonderfully 
throughoat the trying scene, and the 
Dike * was bg free from agitation. 
After the service was over, he kissed his 
sistet, and shook hands most affection- 
ately with the Bishop, Sir H. Halford, 
and me, thanking us, and as if taking 
leavé of all. His Royal Highness sent 
for me again in the aheniood, “and went 
through some official business, to which 
he appeared quite oapel. He expressed 
great satisfaction at having taken the sa- 
crament, and told me that the Princess 
Sophia had staid with him, and borne up 
to the last moment. He then asked me 
whether “his eee thought much 
worse of him, he really felt better. I 
replied, ‘they considered his situation as 
having become more doubtful than it had 
beep,. but that they had not at any time 
authorized me to say his case was hope- 
less. He observed, that he thought it 
was. wrong to abandon hope, or to despair, 
but, setting aside that feeling, he was re- 
signed to *s will. He wo whether 
1 aby more papers requ consi- 
eration, as he felt quite as equal to bu- 
siness #8 he had been for two or three 
months past, and he wished none to be 
interrupted or suspended. 

He afterwards saw Mr. Greville, who 


es peek 
sat Mion ler ping «lon 


t, and his: pulsé was 
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steady, he sent for me soon..after ten and 


' spoke seriously of ‘his situation, but; 


or agitation. 
extracting very direct atid 


‘ eye 
upon me, seeediger ners be ee we 
meade mechange my position that he might 
seeme better. I appeared not to notice this; 
but kept up the conversation for :an hour 
and a half, on various subjects of business; 
&c. This succeeded, and he gtadually: 
became more'at his ease. He’ was: quite 
equal to any exertion of mind. 
Sir H. Halford came, he announced, te 
his Royal Highness the King’s intention 
to pay him a visit on that day, ‘and his 
Royal Highness dressed and shaved him: 
self, which he had not been able to do on 
the preceding day. tonst 

he phys cians told me that the state 
of the legs had become more unfavourable. 
His we agen serwer saw. the Page 


transacted business with them as usual, 
His Majesty came at two, and staid an 
hour with Royal Highness. 
Majesty thought him better and 
stronger than on the 27th, but this was 
the — time he vee his Majesty’s 
own indisposition disappointed 
anxious wish to have coms again to him. 
His Royal Highness sent for: me: at 
five, and went through his ‘usual official 
business with me, after which ‘he aps 
tired and exhausted, and: indeed 
he had previously retired to his bed-room: 
He aherwards saw Colonel Stephenson; 
who found him in the same weak:and ex- 
hausted state. 





time, wishing me hight, but between 
ten and =n “vpn for: me again';' i 
found him , and (wher: he: roused 
himself he’ com: of inward pain, 
asked me how late I should stay 

house (he was not aware that I had slept 
in it for several nights,) and again wished 


ul ALO 


me good t. wi 
e called foe Sir H.'Halford; Mr. Mae. 


more compoéed, and fell asleep. (06 &<> 

I learnt: earlyin ‘the morning of: the 
30th, from Mr. Maegregor, that: ‘his 
Royal Highness had ‘had ‘some: sleep at 
intervals, but that he appeared much 
weaker, and that there were other indicas 
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tions of inereasing darger. His Royal 
ighness had determined not to quit hi 


He sent for,me at half.past ten, and I 
remained with him for more than an hour, 
ubtil Sir H. Halford came. . I was exe 
tremely shocked at. the. extraordinary 


change -which had. taken place in one and that 


night, or.rather since the preceding morn- 
ing. atthe same hour. . He appearcd ex 
tremely.feeble and under great uneasiness 
from pain, but otherwise composed, and 
although suffering so much he uttered no 
complai He. asked me when I had 
come, and I told him I had slept in the 
house... He did not seem cupeied, or 
displeased, but said he concluded he was 
considered much worse, for Mr. Mac- 

‘or had been three times to see him in 

night ; but that he felt quite equal 
to. business. I therefore brought forward 
a few subjects, and received his very clear 
instructions, though his voice had become 
ve Sabi that I could with difficulty hear 


. His Royal Highness saw the Dukes of 
Clarence and Sussex, and Sir W. Knigh- 
ten, who was going to Windsor, and 
through whom he sen: an_ affectionate 
message to the King. To the Dukes of 
Clarence and Sussex he spoke cheerfully 
on the state of Port and other matters 
of. public:interest. ‘The Princess Sophia 
was also with him for a considerable time. , 

. Between 9 and 10 he expressed a wish 
to see Colonel Stephenson and me, and we 
went to him, but he said little, and 
wished us good night. 

He passed a restless night, and appear- 
ed much weaker on the following morn- 
ing.(the 31st Dec.) but continued per- 
fectly sensible, took nourishment, when 
offered. to him, :,but showed no inclination 
te.speak, unless spoken to.. His medical 
attendants apprehended from the increased 
weakness, the rapid approach of dissolu- 
tion,; E.went to him by desire of the 
pliysicians. between one and two. He 
took. my hand and received me most 
kindly. . He said, ‘+ here I am, I feel 
weaker but not worse, and [ do not suffer 
pe He moved his lips soeawonelly 
Etenks not wpa my what he said, 

appeated quite sensible, very composed, 
and twice looked. at me, the first time 
setionsly, the. second time with a placid, 
slmost.a cheerful smile, and I came away. 

y. satisfied that his mind was free 
anxiety and uneasiness... The.Prin- 

cess Sophie came in, and the manner, in 
which he. roused himself when she was 
announced was very striking. Her Royal 
Highness stayed with him about 20 mi- 
Butes. cesntet ma A ery through- 
Quéthe mét.of: the day,, at half-past 


*8t 


desired Sir A. Cooper, .who 
going a Windbor, togive Mis af aes 
ui to, tell him he was 


his, Royal igo peiten, Liam 
is ighness 1} a Ver, 
quiet night, with four hours’ good. ede 

no material change had taken 
place in his state ; that he continued pers 
fectly sensible, took. sufficient nourish« 
ment, and spoke whenever. roused ; nor 
were the legs in a. worse state; on the 
contrary, their appearance had become 
more favourable. 


Upon the whole, the physicians } t 
he might linger on longer than ed 
expected, such was the extraordinary re- 
sistance which his constitution opposed to 
the progress of the disease, The Dukes 
of Clarence and Sussex again saw bim, 
and he received them affectionately, but 
did not speak, and they left him imme- 
diately. The Princess Sophia then went 
to him ; he kissed her, and said—‘¢ God 
bless you, my dear love—to-morrow, to- 
morrow,” and she left him. ..He cone 
tinued in the same quiet and composed 
state throughout the day, and occasion. 
ally told his medical attendants that be 
felt no pain, and was very comfortable, 
I did not see him. 

The re on the following morn 
the 2nd of January, was, that the night 
i ken ot ee 

rom an ectly 
though he seldom spoke. Soon after nine 
he had a shivering attack, which was 
very alarming, and his pulse was hardly 
perceptible. but he rallied. He had been 
moved nearer to the window, was quite 
himself and asked whether the day was 
nota frost, which was the case. He be. 
came slightly delirious at 20 minutes 
past one, and other symptoms had. be- 
come more ing. Stil he was quite 
sensible at interv The Princess So- 
pis waa ith bien Sig eene Hoe PS 
ew her. ; 

The Dukes of Clarence and. Sussex, 
who came in the afternoon, did not 
him. His Koyal Highness continyed 
nearly in the same state, except that his 

ulse had been gradually lowering, and 
breathing becoming very short, and 
his situation appeared 80. critical, . thas. 
and other at! ts in the house deter. 
mined not to take off our ¢lothes, ....... 

The. street was crowded with, people, 
throughout the day, not ap ay Btn. 

bled from vgs but fr 
extremely quiet, and hapdly. s 


ty to the King, an 
very comfoxtable. 


anxiety, 
Og. 


except toa inquire, in 3 pone iVoige, 


bat the state of his. 
" lama a oo, i lg tom 
ing (ihe Suds) from Bir. Macgregie, thee 
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notwithstanding a restless and uncomfort- 
able night his al Highness had ral. 
lied, and ap’ d then stronger, more 


inclined to talk, and’to take nourishment, 


than ,he had Deen pn, the peeve da, 
aut ihee it was i to. pe, al 
when ‘the ctisis would arrive. His pulse 
had also’ become more steady. Tue other 
medical attenilants confirmed this at a 
Kiter hour, and ‘observed that his Royal 
Highness extraordinary powers of con- 
stitution add’ tenacity of life, defied all 
calculation, 

The Prineess Sophia, being unwell, 
could not ‘come this day; the Dukes of 
Claretice and Sussex came at twelve, and 
staid until six, but did not see their 
brother. 

Sir William Knighton having come 
from Windsor, and being named to his 
Royal’ Highnesa, he desired to see him, 
that ‘he might inquire after the King, and 
requested him to assure his Majesty of 
his affectionate duty. - 

Towards the evening his Royal High- 
ness’ showed symptoms of returning 
strength, and the physicians reported to 
his Majesty that he continued ia the same 
state, without appearance of immediate 
dissoliition, but without hope. Between 
10 and 12 he was very quiet, and in- 
clined'to sleep. 

The assemblage of people in Arling- 
ton-strett’ was the same as on the preced- 
ing day; there was the same propriety of 

duct, -the same manifestation of affec- 
tionate intérest, free from curiosity. 

His Royal Highness passed a very rest- 
ess" right, with occasional atiacks of 
faintnéss ‘and spasm. His breathing had 
become mote difficult, his pulse more 
feeble and meget, pas yet there were 
no ptoms i approachin 
adissoletion, Sir Asiley “ had sat 
up with him, to relieve Mr. 1 alta 

a when the latter went to his Royal 
nigier he ‘desired him to thank him, 
and say he was very kind. 

‘Shortly after he saw some one rear him, 
and Mr. Macgregor told him it was Mr. 
Simpson ; and his Royal Highness said, 
“My. Simp is a good man.” He 
took some s] ght nouri b i lly, 
and towards ten o’clock he had a serious 
attack of faintness, daring which his pulse 
was’ hardly percep reeptible, ‘but he rallied 





agnin. . Sir William Knighton. saw ‘his 
. oe Ee erat he did not speak to 


‘Between one and’ two, Mr. .M 
canie (6 tell me that his Royal, Highness 
had famed me frequently, and.at last 


much and evidently unable to 
a objects clearlyi’ Batchelor 
me to him, and. E sat dowm'close 
by his right side. He looked at me with 
a kind amile,. took me by:the hand; and 
I told‘ him I had not left the-house since 
I had last seen him. : He asked me with 
difficulty, and -in a faint, though. ateady 
voice, whether Colonel son Was 
in the ‘house. > 1 said he was; and: asked 
whether he wished to see him ; he nodded 
assent, and I immediately sert for/him. 
Colonel henson went to his left side; 
but as his Royal Highness: conld-mot.see 
him, I beckoned to him to come to’ the 
right side, and I moved back, so as 40 
enable him to cont Hight up, a4 I 
supported his R ighness, ng 
my Thand bosaerg the pillow yhid hia 
back. He then gave his band to Colonel 
Stephenson. After some interval, during 
which his Royal —— breathed with 
t difficulty, was very faiut, and 
uring which Batchelor bathed his tem- 
ples with Colugne water, he collected his 
strength, and said in a steady, firm tone 
of voice, but so low as to be hardly audible 
to Colonel ‘Stephenson, whose heasl was 
further removed than mine, “ Iam now 
dying.” After this he dropped his head, 
and his lips moved for about a minute, a4 
if in prayer. He then looked at us again; 
and ap to wish to speak, but an at- 
tack of faintness came on, and his respi- 
ration was so difficult, and he seemed so 
weak and exhausted, that E thought ‘he 
was dying, and expressed that apprehen- 
sion to Colonel Stephenson, who 
of it. Batchelor bathed his- temples 
again, and he rallied; after which: hé 
again took Colonel ‘Stephenson's hand, 
and nodded to Batchelor, ‘who told us he 
meant we should leave him. 
The scene was most affecting and ‘try: 
, but yet in some respects satisfactory, 
an shewed that he was perfectly aware 
of a tem and ‘we ing bis that 
he seer’ us together, as being his exe- 
cutors, and meant to take leave df us.::' I 
heard afterwards that he had 
much exhausted by the effort, but subse. 
quently took some chicken broth and be« 
came composed, without having any’ rex 
turn of faintness. ‘Towards the eveniiy, 


he rallied again; ana had some déund ant 
comfortable and ‘his attendants ses 
under impression’ that »his 


yal Highness’s life would be prolongs 
ed at least another night. love 

In the: course of the: night he-had 
serious an attack of faintness, that Mr. 


Macgregot thought he:would not: have res 
covered ‘from nr tee he rallied 
towards the morming of the 8th} and 
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attendatits: wished me tobe in the room 
ining to that.\in. which his 

Highoe «* [brought m the Du 

of eeand Sussex, and Colonel Ste- 


phenson, and we continned in the room, of 


eapening-< moment to be called in 
by'the inédical: attendants (who were all 
with his Royal wishes? to witness his 
' Sir Henry. came to us 
occasionally, and staied that his Royal 
Higimess’s pulse was hardly perceptible, 
nis extremities were cold, he was speech- 
less}'and had with difficuliy swallowed a 
little:milk and rum, but nevertheless a 
ed to retain his senses. - 


dressed, (which they naturally wished to 
avoid at such a.period,) for he had looked 
at-him several times, hail ted at the 
clock, then at his legs, had 
off the covering, thus showing his.deter- 
mination to go through all 
to the last mement. When he 
" that he was. understood, ageeiit 
tr M was preperi 
dressing, ignified is thanks .to‘him 
witha kind smile, threw back his head, 
and hardly. noticed any thing afterwards. 
The pulse became more feeble, the at- 
tatks of faintness more frequent, but his 
Royal: Highness struggled on, and be- 
tween 8 and 9 this state-appesred so likely 
to last for:some hours, that the Duke of 


had 
Lm go sah a ad aparece 
pired -without eny struggle. or. apparent 
Ws Wincanapdeaee ideal epedonam 


sinile i 


upon it. 
whe medical attendants, the Duke of 
_ Batchelor. 


eagreasive of their feelings. 
seluatiiga dentin clon cat pale’ 

man,) a S 
ful ‘struggle, borne with) exemplary ‘rey 
solutionjand tegignation ; and Iiqm-corié 
fident, thet she.details into which Ihave 
ensertih.of tite lasticiycumstances ef that 
struggle: will ‘not -psove: uninteresting to 


servant, the follo 
the kith of 


*33 
he neat eM, Maids 


T feel that ¥ owe it to his Royal High- 
ness’s character, to add some general ob- 
servations, which may serve to placa it in 
its true light, and to confirm the epinio 

those who view his loss as a uational 
—- Ae bikie ilk 

t may be necessary: to that 
from the momeat that I had received the 
alarming report from Brightop,..[ ceased 
to entertain any sanguine hopes of jhis 
Boyal Highness's recovery ; and that my. 
expectation of it became gradually more 
faint, although they varied occasionally, 
as the symptoms of the disorder fluc. 
rie pression led k he 
im to m t 
minutes from which I Inve exacted th 
foregoing statement, my object in so doi 
being, that I might be better able, from 
such accurate source, to do justice to his 
Royal Highness’s character and seuti- 


ments. 

The 30th of December was the last dap 
on which I submitted my papers, and he 
was then quite equal to any business; for 
although his state varied in the coutse of 
the day, yet there were hours when. physi- 
cal causes, or the effect of, medicine,, did 
not interfere with the clear application of 
the powers of the mind, ‘ 

It has been already shown’by the 
tails 1 have produced, that almost to the 
os te ducking Highness was 
anxious to is. ial du 
pm geben gran them mas 

ew y the pressure of hodil 
disease or pain. In further roof of this, 
I may state, that on Sa » the 9th 
of December, I received Lord 
Bathurst, at his office, secret instructions 
the force to bé for 
em ion for Portugal, and that I 
communicated then in the same evening 
to his Royal Highness. Ue was then in 
prest Ler Bets Bp e indifferent, to 
ily su: immediately drew 
up the heads of the military ement 
(which paper, in his own hand-writing, I 
por anes from which were framed de- 
instractions approved by him. ov 
day, and issued on. Monday, 
This measyre naturally prddueed tie 
Seat esi ae 
with home serviee, and jutant- 
general and quarter-niaster-general 
bear ph eh the’ assertion that these’ 
were rae into and directed 
witht! 


' 


‘saine’ intelligence and at dod 


which he had tnanifested om pre 
casions, ‘when we are bound tate that 
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every arrangement was made by him, and 
that the execution of the details was alone 
left to us. 

It may not be irrelevant here to ob- 
serve, that this had at all ttmes been the 
case; his Royal Highness had been at 
the head of a arm corms ee 
two years; during that various 
officers were successivel pre Dae by 
him in the iene <f aoeet secre- 

, and at the heads of departments at 
the ‘Horse Guards ; and they possessed 
his confidence and exerted themselves 
zealously. But the merit of rescuing the 
army from its impaired condition, of im- 

ving, establishing, and maintaining 

system, of introducing that adminis- 
tration of it, in principle and in every de- 
tail, which has raised the-character of the 
British service, and promoted its effici- 
ency, belongs exclusively to his late 
Royal Highness. The wotk was pro- 
gressive, but his attention to it. his able 
superintendence of it were constant. He 
guided and directed the labours of those 
subordinate to him; their task was exe- 
cutive. He gave the impulse to the 
whole machinery and kept the wheels in 
pene ge to him, I repeat it, the credit 
was due. 


An arrangement for the promotion of 
the old subalterns of the army had long 


been. the object of his solicitude, but it 
was one of difficult accomplishment, as it 
was ‘understood that no measure entailin 
extraordinary charge on the public wou 
be admitted. Hence the de | in bring- 
ing it forward ; but his Royal Highness 
entered into every detail of it on the 26th 
of December, and the king having 
him a visit on the 27th, he me 
to submit it to his majesty on that day, 
when it obtained the royal signature ; 
and the communication of his majesty’s 
gracious approbation of this arrangement 
was received by his Royal Highness with 
a warm expression of satisfaction. 

Of the resolution and resignation with 
which his Royal Highness submitted to 
protracted confinement and a painful dis- 
order, my statement offers ample proof ; 
but I have not stated, that during all 
this » during this serious trial, his 
ex t temper and kind disposition to 
all who him, continued un- 
impaired. I appeal to his medical at- 

I appeal to his servants, to 
those who transacted business with him, 
official or personal, whether at any time 
he betrayed «» symptom of irritability, 
whether a sharp word escaped him, whe- 
ther a murmur or complaint was uttered. 
© penn! oor Dryas quarter, 

ly gtatefully ac. 
Great anxiety was ows 
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by him to avoid - Sel and at 
the later periods ness, t 
which seemed to distress him most - 
his being reduced to the necessity of re- 
questing others to do for him that which 
7 had ceased to be able to do for him- 
self. 

Of the kind attention of his medical 
attendants, and their anxiety to afford to 
him the utmost benefit of their’skill, he 
expressed himself most sensible. And it 
is due to them to say, that-if he had been 
their nearest and dearest relative, they 
would not have devoted their tithe, care, 
and attention to him with more affec- 
tionate zeal than they did. Nor did he 
ever betray any want of confidence in 
their skill, or the least desire to resort to 
other advice. 

I must add, that I can positively state, 
having been admitted freely to their con- 
sultations, that no difference of opinion 
prevailed among them; they acted to- 
gether cordially, and their only object 
seemed to be the welfare of their illustri- 
ous patient. 

During the of his illness, his 
Royal Highness received the most endear- 
ing and affectionate attention from the 
king, and from his brothers and sisters ; 
and they never failed to be ackn 
with satisfaction and with gratitude ; the 
Princess Sophia especially, whose near 
residence admitted of more frequent inter- 
course, never missed coming to him in 
the course of the day, unless prevented 
by indisposition; and I have — 
stated that her Royal Highness, hy h 
desire, took the sacrament with him on 
the 28th of December. 

The visits of his “Royal Highness’s 
numerous and attached friends were fre- 
quent, and they were invariably received 
with satisfaction, 
of his sense of 


them cheerfully, and ‘to suppress the 
pression of pain or bodily uneasin 
they often left him with the belief 
was free from both, although this 

no means been the case. 

Nor did his Royal Highaess’s 
suffering, or the contemplation 8 
critical state, diminish in any 
interest which he had ever 
state of public affairs, and in 
and ty of his country. 

in his mind, 
that ; 


gaged it in a much 
did his own aan = 


were at times wi 
and I am con 


H. Tayror. 








